
 
The Rt Hon Elizabeth Truss MP, 
Office of the Prime Minister, 
10 Downing Street, 
London SW1A 2AA 

16 September 2022 
Dear Ms Truss, 
 
On behalf of the Royal College of Radiologists (RCR), may I congratulate you on becoming 
Prime Minister.  
 
You have undoubtedly inherited an incredibly challenging situation facing the NHS, but with 
this comes the opportunity to deliver vast improvements for patients. I hope to support you to 
get the NHS back on firm footing ahead of the next election. 
 
The RCR comprises two specialties: clinical radiologists who diagnose diseases by 
interpreting scans and use imaging to perform minimally invasive procedures; and clinical 
oncologists who treat patients with cancer using radiotherapy and systemic therapy. 
 
We estimate that around 80% of hospital pathways involve imaging and its interpretation by 
clinical radiologists, highlighting their importance to tackling the backlog. Clinical oncologists 
are responsible for delivering 50% of systemic anti-cancer treatments (e.g., chemotherapy) 
in the UK, making them essential to progress against Cancer Waiting Time targets. 
 
Our specialities are both cost- and time-saving to the NHS. Rapid access to diagnostic 
radiology often results in better outcomes, shorter hospital stays, and more cost-effective 
treatment. Similarly, timely radiotherapy treatment for example delivers good outcomes and 
avoids the need for costly drugs. 
 
I would be happy to meet with you to discuss how investing in imaging kit, workforce, skills 
mix, and the expansion of imaging networks could help you bring down the cancer backlog 
and improve the service provided by the NHS. 
 
In the meantime, I can arrange for you to meet leading clinical radiologists on World 
Radiology Day (Nov 8) or clinical oncologists on World Cancer Day (4 Feb) to learn about 
their incredible, life-saving work. 
 
Please contact my team at publicaffairs@rcr.ac.uk if you are interested in these unique 
opportunities. For now, I wish you every success in your new role.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Dr Katharine Halliday 
 
President of the Royal College of Radiologists 

mailto:publicaffairs@rcr.ac.uk

