
 

 

 
 
From the Office of the President 
Dr Nicola Strickland BM BCh MA Hons (Oxon) FRCP FRCR 
 
 
10 January 2017 
 
Rt Hon Theresa May MP 
Prime Minister 
10 Downing Street  
London 
SW1A 2AA 
 
 
Dear Prime Minister 
 
This College wholeheartedly supports the letter sent to you by Professor Jane Dacre, 
President of the Royal College of Physicians of London, about the dire state of NHS services 
and the need for immediate action by the Government. The Royal College of Radiologists 
leads the specialties of clinical radiology and clinical oncology comprising over 10,000 
doctors working in the two disciplines.  
 
Radiologists spend their entire professional lives on the NHS front line, working alongside 
professionals from every clinical discipline in primary, secondary and emergency care. 
Almost every acute patient presentation involves extensive, urgent investigation and 
diagnosis by imaging. The entire healthcare system depends upon imaging: the vast majority 
of medical diagnoses are only made after at least one (and often more) imaging 
examinations have been interpreted by radiologists. Almost every patient presenting to an 
Accident and Emergency Department requires some form of imaging, and no major surgical 
operation of any kind takes place without prior imaging. 
 
The Royal College of Physicians’ view that the NHS is underfunded, underdoctored and 
overstretched, is borne out in the quarter of a million patients currently waiting over a month 
for the results of their imaging studies and the poor cancer outcomes in this country.  
 
Every new cancer diagnosis involves an imaging procedure and a report from a clinical 
radiologist. Every cancer patient requiring non-surgical treatment needs the skills of an 
oncologist; clinical oncologists are also Fellows and members of this College. The crisis in 
Emergency Departments is affecting many patients with cancer, a quarter of whom are 
diagnosed as acute admissions. With a sufficient workforce, we can do better by those 
patients offering them prompt diagnosis and the radiotherapy and chemotherapy treatment 
they deserve.  
 
In the interests of the patients of this country, we call upon you and your Government to take 
both immediate and longer-term measures to address the issues. We urgently need more 
clinical radiologists and more clinical oncologists. We need a sustained programme of 
investment in imaging and radiotherapy equipment. As the experts in these fields, we can 
help you direct such resources effectively to have the desired impact on patient care and 
patient outcomes.  



 

 

I would be willing to meet you at any time at your convenience to discuss these vital issues 
in detail. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 

 
Dr Nicola H Strickland, FRCP, FRCR 
President 
president@rcr.ac.uk  
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