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Selecting your specialty is potentially the biggest challenge of your career. In the 
current training structure, we have less than one and a half years to make this 
impactful decision. Like many young doctors, I spent my first foundation year 
fascinated by the extensive nature of medicine and surgery, with limited exposure to 
radiology. I enjoyed various aspects of different specialties but also negated others based on 
their potential impact on my other interests in life.  
  
When the time for applications arrived, I found myself undecided and reluctant to commit to 
a specialty for the sake of fulfilling a timeline progression. Like many in this generation of 
doctors, I decided to take a year out of training. I pursued my interests in medical education 
and utilised the time to make an informed decision about my future specialty. 
  
During this process, I met with several senior colleagues who helped me decipher what it 
was I actually sought from my career. I enjoyed making a diagnosis, the fundamental aspect 
of medical practice. I enjoyed offering treatment through procedural interventions. I 
enjoyed problem solving and teaching. I wanted a multifarious specialty that would 
constantly expand my knowledge.  Once I realised this, there was only one specialty central 
to my interests - clinical radiology.  
  
Clinical radiology is a unique, diverse and increasingly expanding medical specialty that 
provides trainees with the perfect mix of diagnostics and interventions. Offering flexibility 
based on clinical interests, radiology today is a far cry from the ‘sit in a dark room’ myth. It is 
absolutely central to patient care and to the future development of our health service. 
Furthermore, the run through nature of its training programme is highly attractive.  
  
Being a sought after career choice, entry into radiology is competitive and requires drive and 
motivation. I completed a taster week in both a district general and a teaching hospital to 
assess my level of interest for the specialty. Having thoroughly enjoyed these, I completed 
and presented a radiology based clinical audit and conducted radiology teaching for medical 
students. Putting in this extra effort helped me develop my passion for clinical radiology and 
to secure a clinical radiology national training number.  
  
As a career, radiology has a lot to offer, including an ever-increasing workforce demand. So if 
you are after a well-balanced, skilled specialty with a high demand, clinical radiology could 
be the answer for you! 


