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Clinical oncology appeals to me as it offers the chance to work in a multidisciplinary 
team which delivers highly individualized care to its patients, as well as to carry out 
research in some of the most rapidly-developing areas of modern medicine. It is a 
specialty I have been fascinated by since the very beginning of my time at medical 
school. I first became interested in oncology during the 'Neoplasia' week of my first 
term, and as I went on to learn about the various body systems in the next few 
semesters, I found myself increasingly interested in oncology as it played a role in 
almost every other field of medicine and presented in so many unique ways.  
 
In my second year of university under the mentorship of Dr Lesley Dawson I co-
founded Edinburgh University's first-ever oncology society with a colleague. I had 
been very eager to learn more about oncology and had searched in earnest for a 
society I could join on campus. When I found that there were none, I decided I 
should try and start one with a group of interested peers who shared my passion for 
this dynamic field. Since then, I have had the privilege of interacting with various 
speakers, who work in clinical oncology hosted by our society and through this, have 
enhanced both my understanding and interest of the specialty. I have also been able 
to become involved in exciting and challenging research at my university in the field 
of oncology and developed a particular interest in paediatric oncology and the 
challenges it presents. Being in Edinburgh, which is at the forefront of many exciting 
developments in cancer research, has allowed myself and my peers at the oncology 
society to explore various sub-specialties of oncology and experience them at an 
undergraduate level. I feel that we have been able to deepen our appreciation for 
the extensive work of clinical oncologists in the research of novel drugs and 
therapies as well as their profound impact on the lives of patients with cancer. 
 
 
  
 


