APPGC
‘Cancer across the Domains’
public consultation
The All Party Parliamentary Group on Cancer
(APPGC) is a group of cross party parliamentarians who aim to keep cancer at the top of the
parliamentary agenda. This year, our programme
of work is focusing on NHS England.
NHS England was set up as part of the health
reforms and formally took control of overseeing
NHS services in April 2013. It is split into five
‘domains’, which focus on improving health and
reducing health inequalities. The APPGC think
each domain has a role to play in improving
cancer services, outcomes and experience.

The APPGC is producing a report setting out
what we think should be the cancer priorities for
each of the individual domains. To help shape
the report, we’re collecting the views of people
who have an interest in the way cancer services
are delivered in the NHS through a consultation.
Please fill in this interactive document by
typing text into the designated spaces.
Once completed please save the document and
email it to farah.pasha@collegepublicpolicy.com
We would be grateful if you could email your
response by midnight on 31st August 2013.

If you would like to be kept informed about the work of the APPGC please fill in your contact details below.
Your details
Name
Organisation
Email

The APPGC would like to use some quotes from the consultation in its final report. If you do not want us to
use your quotes please tick this box

1. For each Domain below what should be the priorities to improve cancer outcomes and services?
May we kindly request that your response to each of the questions below is no more than
300 words.
Domain One: preventing people from dying prematurely

The Radiotherapy Board suggests that the following should be priorities for improving
cancer outcomes and services for Domain One:
- a focus on lifestyle factors (through both public health and education, and including
vaccination)
- promoting cancer screening and raising public awareness of early detection
- continued development of cancer services (especially for early tumours)
- addressing both short-term and long-term toxicities from cancer treatment
- assessing and addressing second malignancies arising as a result of cancer treatment
- supporting practice-changing clinical trials to improve patient outcomes

Domain Two: enhancing quality of life for people with long-term conditions

The Radiotherapy Board suggests that the following should be priorities for improving
cancer outcomes and services for Domain Two:
- a focus on patient selection for treatment and appropriate cancer management
- addressing survivorship issues, including the need for social care
- improving access to advanced radiotherapy techniques to minimise the side-effects for
those with complex medical needs
- rehabilitation/enablement and 'joined up' care (proper linking of primary, social and
secondary care, and referral back to GP services for effective post-treatment monitoring
and follow-up)
- enhancing support and training for carers, ensuring access to relevant services and
information

Domain Three: helping people to recover from episodes of ill health or following injury

The Radiotherapy Board suggests that the following should be priorities for improving
cancer outcomes and services for Domain Three:
- a focus on rehabilitation/enablement, both short-term and long-term - this should cover
physical, psychological and social aspects of rehabilitation/enablement
- provision of effective integrated care (proper linking of primary, social and secondary
care, and referral back to GP services for effective post-treatment monitoring and
follow-up)

Domain Four: ensuring that people have a positive experience of care

The Radiotherapy Board suggests that the following should be priorities for improving
cancer outcomes and services for Domain Four:
- ensuring clear communcations including at the point of diagnosis, for offering patient
choices, providing patient information, in the consenting process and in admission to
trials
- ensuring access to high quality patient advocacy services
- developing the specialist cancer nurse role
- managing patient expectations
- ensuring contuinuity of care and delivery of 'joined up' care between community,
primary and secondary services
- providing support and education for 'carers' in the delivery of ongoing care
- providing effective access to emergency care
- provision of more detailed and specific patient experience data to enhance
understanding by commissioners and service providers

Domain Five: treating and caring for people in a safe environment; and protecting them from avoidable harm

The Radiotherapy Board suggests that the following should be priorities for improving
cancer outcomes and services for Domain Five:
- maintaining effective systems for error-reporting in radiotherapy and ensuring errorreports are acted on in a timely and appropriate manner
- developing and delivering appropriate quality assurance and quality improvement
measures
- ensuring continued and effective multi-professional working in delivery of radiotherapy
services
- maintaining data collection systems, and enhancing audit and provision of data for
monitoring
- maintaining and enhancing delivery of advanced radiotherapy techniques
- consider extending the 30-day mortality indicators to cancer treatment as well as cancer
surgery
- ensuring provision of appropriate diagnostic techniques
- preventing inappropriate investigations (this is a key function of the acute oncology
service)
2. Please answer ‘yes’ or ‘no’ or ‘don’t know’ to the following statements.
2.1 Do you understand the new NHS structure and where cancer fits into it?
Yes

No

Don’t know

2.2 Given the changes to the NHS, do you think a new or revised national cancer strategy is needed?
Yes

No

Don’t know

2.3 Is the Government on track to achieve the ambition set out in its 2011 national cancer strategy to save an
additional 5,000 lives each year from cancer by 2014-15?
Yes

No

Don’t know

2.4 Do you think the new Domain structure will improve cancer patient experience?
Yes

No

Don’t know

