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Radiotherapy Board 
 

Meeting held at 10.00am on Friday 29 June 2018 at The Royal College of Radiologists 
 

PUBLIC MINUTES 
 

Present: Mr John Burton (Chair – Society and College of Radiographers (SCoR)) 
 Mr Stephen Blake (Institute of Physics and Engineering in Medicine (IPEM)) 
 Dr Jeanette Dickson (The Royal College of Radiologists (RCR))  
 Mr Cliff Double (Care Quality Commission (CQC)) 
 Ms Una Findlay (Public Health England (PHE)) 
 Mr Spencer Goodman (SCoR) – by telephone 
 Ms Hayley James (IPEM) 
 Dr Nazia Mohammed (Scotland) 
 Dr Martin Rolles (Wales)  
 Mrs Linda Samuels (Lay Member) 
 Dr Frances Yuille (RCR) 
 
Guest: Dr Archie Macnair (RCR-Macmillan Clinical Fellow) 
     
In attendance: Ms Gillian Dollamore (Executive Officer, Clinical Oncology, RCR) 

1 Welcome, apologies and conflicts of interest 
Apologies for absence were received from Mrs Charlotte Beardmore (SCoR), Dr Gerry Hanna 
(Northern Ireland), Prof Maria Hawkins (Clinical and Translational Radiotherapy Research Working 
Group (CTRad)), Prof Nick Slevin (Radiotherapy Clinical Reference Group) and Dr Diana Tait 
(Radiotherapy Awareness Programme). 

No conflicts of interest were declared either before or during the meeting. 

2 Minutes of the previous meeting  
The Minutes of the meeting held by video/tele-conference on 18 April 2018 were approved. 
 
3 Matter Arising  
3.1 Intrabeam radiotherapy system for adjuvant treatment of early breast cancer     
The Radiotherapy Board had published a statement on the Intrabeam radiotherapy system for 
adjuvant treatment of early breast cancer. This was available on the Radiotherapy Board web 
pages. 

The Board was awaiting publication by the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence of a 
patient decision aid to accompany the Intrabeam Technology Appraisal. 
 

4 Radiotherapy Data 
4.1 Update on the Radiotherapy Dataset  
Public Health England had expanded its Helpdesk team for the Radiotherapy Dataset to provide 
additional support to users and had launched the new CancerStats2 platform.  

Discussions were under way with stakeholders regarding their requirements for RTDS data outside 
the N3 connection. Good progress was being made with the incorporation of data from Wales and 
Scotland into the RTDS.   

https://www.rcr.ac.uk/sites/default/files/radiotherapy_board_statement_intrabeam_system_early_breast_cancer_may2018.pdf
https://www.rcr.ac.uk/sites/default/files/radiotherapy_board_statement_intrabeam_system_early_breast_cancer_may2018.pdf
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5 Health Economics in Radiation Oncology (HERO) project 
Board members noted the work being undertaken by the European Society for Radiotherapy and 
Oncology (ESTRO) on Health Economics in Radiation Oncology (HERO). The first stage of this 
project had examined equipment and staffing across Europe. The second phase was now focusing 
on the costs of radiotherapy, including financing arrangements for external beam radiotherapy 
(EBRT). Discussions were continuing around the provision of data on the funding of radiotherapy in 
the UK and on possible UK engagement with an economic model to evaluate the cost-effectiveness 
and cost-utility of radiotherapy as a form of cancer treatment.  

6 Radiotherapy Commissioning 
6.1 Update from Radiotherapy Clinical Reference Group 
The Radiotherapy Clinical Reference Group (CRG) met on 20 June 2018. Discussions had focussed 
on the consultation by NHS England on proposals for modernising radiotherapy services and some 
aspects of training for the radiotherapy workforce.  

6.2 National Cancer Strategies – update 
Members of the Radiotherapy Board received the Minutes from the most recent meeting of the 
Independent National Cancer Advisory Group (INCAG) at which there had been discussion on areas 
to be prioritised in a new cancer strategy and an update on the cancer workforce plan. 

Updates were also provided on progress with the Welsh and Scottish cancer strategies.  

7 Radiotherapy Workforce  
7.1 Cancer Workforce position statement      
The Radiotherapy Board had issued a position statement on the non-surgical cancer treatment 
workforce. This was available on the Radiotherapy Board pages of the RCR website.  

7.2 Cancer Workforce Plan: Phase 2 
Following publication of a Phase 1 report on the Cancer Workforce Plan, Health Education England 
was now undertaking a second phase of work focussing on a longer term workforce strategy and 
was engaging with professional bodies on this.  

8 Related Workstreams 

8.1 Medical Exposures Group – update 
The Medical Exposures Group (MEG) would shortly be publishing a retrospective report on 10 
years’ learning from clinical site visits. This would highlight common themes for safety improvements 
identified from these visits, together with examples of best practice within departments. 

The MEG had also published the 25th edition of the Safer Radiotherapy Newsletter. 

8.2 IPEM Radiotherapy Imaging Working Party – update 
Work had been completed on the first UK-wide audit of variation in dose in CT scans for 
radiotherapy treatment planning. The results would be published in Physics in Medicine and Biology. 
A second audit was being developed to look at cone beam CT.  

9 Radiotherapy Research 

9.1 Update from CTRad 
CTRad had published an article on proton beam therapy in a recent Special Issue of Clinical 
Oncology and hosted a 2-day meeting on 17-18 May 2018 on national proton beam trial 
development.  

https://www.rcr.ac.uk/sites/default/files/radiotherapy_board_statement_nonsurgical_cancer_treatment_workforce_may2018.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/712710/Safer_RT_newsletter_issue_25.pdf
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10 Proton Beam Therapy 

10.1 Development of proton beam therapy services – update 
The NHS-E Cancer Programme of Care had recently confirmed that the proton beam therapy (PBT) 
facility at The Christie Hospital was expected to be operational in October 2018 and the service at 
University College London Hospital (UCLH) would commence by summer 2020. The Radiotherapy 
Board discussed a number of aspects of the emerging new service at these centres.  

11 Guidance  
11.1 Information on radiotherapy for General Practitioners 
The Radiotherapy Board would be liaising with Macmillan Cancer Support on the possibility of 
producing readily-accessible and practical information for GPs on radiotherapy treatments and side-
effects, to help them better support patients in the primary care setting.  

11.2 Ionising Radiation (Medical Exposure) Regulations 2017  
Following publication by the Department for Health and Social Care of guidance  on IR(ME)R 2017, 
the Radiotherapy Board would re-convene its Working Group to develop guidance for UK 
radiotherapy staff on the implications of the new Regulations and to support best practice in their 
implementation. 

11.3 On target: ensuring geometric accuracy in radiotherapy and Image Guided 
Radiotherapy  (IGRT) - Guidance for implementation and use 

Work was under way on updating and merging these two guidance documents, with a view to 
producing a new guidelines document on image guidance in EBRT. A structure had been agreed for 
this and it was hoped that a draft would be provided to the Radiotherapy Board in early 2019.   

11.4 Management of cancer patients receiving radiotherapy with a cardiac implanted 
electronic device: a clinical guideline 

The Radiotherapy Board had received an enquiry from the British Heart Rhythm Society (BHRS) 
about the guidance produced in 2015 and was considering whether or not an update to the guidance 
was needed at this time.  

12 Meetings/Conferences 
12.1 UKRO, 2-4 July 2018 
The Radiotherapy Board would be hosting a session at UKRO, on 3 July 2018, focusing on peer 
review, barriers to remote access and the role of therapeutic radiographers. It would also have a 
stand in the UKRO exhibition.    

13 Dates of meetings in 2018 
15 November 2018 (10am to 1pm).  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/720282/guidance-to-the-ionising-radiation-medical-exposure-regulations-2017.pdf

	1 Welcome, apologies and conflicts of interest
	2 Minutes of the previous meeting
	3 Matter Arising
	3.1 Intrabeam radiotherapy system for adjuvant treatment of early breast cancer
	The Radiotherapy Board had published a statement on the Intrabeam radiotherapy system for adjuvant treatment of early breast cancer. This was available on the Radiotherapy Board web pages.
	The Board was awaiting publication by the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence of a patient decision aid to accompany the Intrabeam Technology Appraisal.

	4 Radiotherapy Data
	4.1 Update on the Radiotherapy Dataset

	5  Health Economics in Radiation Oncology (HERO) project
	Board members noted the work being undertaken by the European Society for Radiotherapy and Oncology (ESTRO) on Health Economics in Radiation Oncology (HERO). The first stage of this project had examined equipment and staffing across Europe. The second...

	6 Radiotherapy Commissioning
	6.1 Update from Radiotherapy Clinical Reference Group
	6.2 National Cancer Strategies – update

	7 Radiotherapy Workforce
	7.1 Cancer Workforce position statement
	The Radiotherapy Board had issued a position statement on the non-surgical cancer treatment workforce. This was available on the Radiotherapy Board pages of the RCR website.
	7.2 Cancer Workforce Plan: Phase 2

	8 Related Workstreams
	8.1 Medical Exposures Group – update
	8.2 IPEM Radiotherapy Imaging Working Party – update

	9 Radiotherapy Research
	9.1 Update from CTRad

	10  Proton Beam Therapy
	10.1 Development of proton beam therapy services – update

	11 Guidance
	11.1 Information on radiotherapy for General Practitioners
	11.2 Ionising Radiation (Medical Exposure) Regulations 2017
	Following publication by the Department for Health and Social Care of guidance  on IR(ME)R 2017, the Radiotherapy Board would re-convene its Working Group to develop guidance for UK radiotherapy staff on the implications of the new Regulations and to ...
	11.3 On target: ensuring geometric accuracy in radiotherapy and Image Guided Radiotherapy  (IGRT) - Guidance for implementation and use
	11.4 Management of cancer patients receiving radiotherapy with a cardiac implanted electronic device: a clinical guideline

	12 Meetings/Conferences
	12.1 UKRO, 2-4 July 2018
	The Radiotherapy Board would be hosting a session at UKRO, on 3 July 2018, focusing on peer review, barriers to remote access and the role of therapeutic radiographers. It would also have a stand in the UKRO exhibition.

	13 Dates of meetings in 2018

