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Radiotherapy Board 
 

Meeting held at 10.00am on Thursday 15 November 2018 
 

PUBLIC MINUTES 
 

Present: Ms Hayley James (Chair – Institute of Physics and Engineering in Medicine (IPEM)) 
 Mr John Burton (Society and College of Radiographers (SCoR)) 
 Dr Jeanette Dickson (The Royal College of Radiologists (RCR))  
 Mr Cliff Double (Care Quality Commission (CQC)) – by telephone 
 Ms Una Findlay (Public Health England (PHE)) 
 Prof Maria Hawkins (CTRad) 
 Dr Fionnuala Houghton (Northern Ireland) 
 Ms Bernadette McCarthy (Wales) 
 Dr Nazia Mohammed (Scotland) 
 Mrs Linda Samuels (Lay Member) 
  
In attendance: Ms Gillian Dollamore (Executive Officer, Clinical Oncology, RCR) 

1 Welcome, apologies and conflicts of interest 
Apologies for absence were received from Mrs Charlotte Beardmore (SCoR), Dr Diana Tait 
(Radiotherapy Awareness Programme) and Dr Frances Yuille (RCR). 

No conflicts of interest were declared before the meeting. Mrs Samuel declared a conflict of interest 
under item 7.  

2 Minutes of the previous meeting 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 29 June 2018 were approved, subject to a minor amendment to 
item 11.2 (new guidance on the Ionising Radiation (Medical Exposure) Regulations (IR(ME)R) 
2017).  
 
3 Matter Arising  

3.1 Radiotherapy Board – feedback from Heads of Radiotherapy Physics   
An article about the Radiotherapy Board would be published in the Winter edition of the RCR’s 
Newsletter and would also be published in the SCoR’s monthly Synergy News and in IPEM’s 
SCOPE magazine.  

3.2 Management of cancer patients receiving radiotherapy with a cardiac implanted 
electronic device: a clinical guideline 

The Radiotherapy Board was awaiting publication by the American Association of Physicists in 
Medicine (AAPM) of new guidance on the management of radiotherapy patients with implanted 
cardiac pacemakers and defibrillators, prior to a possible review of its 2015 guidance on the 
management of cancer patients receiving radiotherapy with a cardiac implanted electronic device. 
4 Radiotherapy Data 
4.1 Update on the Radiotherapy Dataset 
The Radiotherapy Board received an update from PHE on the development of the radiotherapy 
dataset (RTDS).  



 

Page 2 of 3 
  

 

Work was under way to collect data on molecular radiotherapy. The three cancer centres in Wales 
would shortly be contributing data to the RTDS. The introduction of a new machine register could 
provide a better picture of where specific radiotherapy techniques were being delivered.  

4.2 Radiotherapy Information Strategy Group 
A Sub-Group of the RISG was working to develop a routine suite of publicly-available national 
reports that would focus on the key questions of most interest to radiotherapy stakeholders. 

5 Health Economics in Radiation Oncology (HERO) project 

5.1 HERO economic model - update 
The Radiotherapy Board supported proposals for how the UK might engage with the economic 
model developed by the European Society for Radiotherapy and Oncology (ESTRO) as part of its 
Health Economics in Radiation Oncology (HERO) project to evaluate the cost-effectiveness and 
cost-utility of radiotherapy as a form of cancer treatment. A multi-professional Steering Group, led by 
the RCR, had been established to take this work forward.  

6 Radiotherapy quality assurance – update on MPACE 
Board members received an update from the UK Accreditation Service (UKAS) on a pilot 
programme to establish whether or not BS 70000 was suitable as the basis for quality assurance of 
radiotherapy physics and clinical engineering services.  

7 Radiotherapy Commissioning 
7.1 Update from Radiotherapy Clinical Reference Group 
The Radiotherapy Clinical Reference Group (CRG) met on 10 October 2018. Discussions had 
focussed on the planned new service specification for radiotherapy and proposals for radiotherapy 
networks.  

7.2 National Cancer Strategies – update 
The Independent National Cancer Advisory Group (INCAG) met on 11 October 2018. The Minutes 
from this meeting were not yet available. 

Updates were provided on progress with the Scottish cancer strategy, Beating Cancer: Ambition and 
Action and the Cancer Delivery Plan for the NHS to 2020 in Wales. 

8 Radiotherapy Workforce  
8.1 Cancer Workforce Plan - update 
The Radiotherapy Board noted the publication by Health Education England of a first phase cancer 
workforce plan and ongoing work on a longer term workforce strategy. Members re-iterated the 
urgent need to increase staffing numbers across all professions within the non-surgical cancer 
treatment workforce.  

9 Related Workstreams 

9.1 Medical Exposures Group – update 
The Medical Exposures Group (MEG) would be hosting a meeting of the Medical Radiation Liaison 
Group on 28 November 2018. The MEG was also preparing its 5th biennial radiotherapy events 
report which was due to be published in Winter 2018.  
9.2 IPEM Radiotherapy Imaging Reference Levels 
Following completion of the first UK-wide audit of dose indices for adult patients undergoing 
Computed Tomography (CT) scans for radiotherapy planning, PHE would shortly be publishing a 
report that would include national dose reference levels for radiotherapy planning CT scans. The 
Radiotherapy Board would be issuing a statement on this issue.    

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/diagnostic-radiology-national-diagnostic-reference-levels-ndrls/ndrl
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10 Radiotherapy Research 

10.1 Update from CTRad 
Board members received a report outlining the range of activities being undertaken by CTRad. 
These included a follow-on meeting on proposals for trial development in proton beam therapy 
(PBT) and the CTRad annual meeting. Both events would take place in November 2018.  

11 Proton Beam Therapy 

11.1 Development of proton beam therapy services – update 
The NHS PBT facility at The Christie Hospital was expected to be operational later in November and 
the service at University College London Hospital (UCLH) would commence in 2020.  

12 Guidance  
12.1 Ionising Radiation (Medical Exposure) Regulations 2017  
A Working Group of the Radiotherapy Board was developing guidance for UK radiotherapy staff on 
the implications of the IR(ME)R 2017 in radiotherapy and to support best practice in implementation 
of the new Regulations. The target date for publication was late summer 2019.   

12.2 On target: ensuring geometric accuracy in radiotherapy and Image Guided 
Radiotherapy  (IGRT) - Guidance for implementation and use 

Work was continuing to update and merge these two guidance documents to provide a single new 
guideline on image guidance in external beam radiotherapy. Good progress was being made with 
draft chapters although overall this work was a little behind schedule.  

13 Radiotherapy Profile 
Board members welcomed the establishment earlier this year of a new All Party Parliamentary 
Group (APPG) on Radiotherapy and subsequent publication in September of a Manifesto for 
Radiotherapy.  

14 Meetings/Conferences 
14.1 Britain Against Cancer conference, 4 December 2018 
The Radiotherapy Board would once again be having an exhibition stand at this event and members 
of the Board would be in attendance. 

14.2 UK Imaging and Oncology Congress, 2019 
Board members noted the early plans for the 2019 UK Imaging and Oncology Congress and 
considered whether or not the Board should host a workshop at this event, as it had in 2018.  

15 Dates of meetings in 2018 
Dates of meetings in 2019 were confirmed as Thursday 14 March, Thursday 11 July and Thursday 
21 November (10am to 1pm). 

 

https://www.actionradiotherapy.org/fullscreen-page/comp-jjr2adnf/5048e500-b5cd-45c7-bd34-c190bb146616/0/%3Fi%3D0%26p%3Dcm3au%26s%3Dstyle-jjr2abbm
https://www.actionradiotherapy.org/fullscreen-page/comp-jjr2adnf/5048e500-b5cd-45c7-bd34-c190bb146616/0/%3Fi%3D0%26p%3Dcm3au%26s%3Dstyle-jjr2abbm
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