
 

Page 1 of 4 
  

 

   

Radiotherapy Board 
 

Meeting held at 10.00am on Thursday 21 November 2019 
 

PUBLIC MINUTES 
 
Present: Dr Hannah Tharmalingam (Chair, The Royal College of Radiologists (RCR)) 
 Dr Vivian Cosgrove (IPEM)  
 Ms Hayley James (Vice-Chair, IPEM) 
 Mr Cliff Double (IR(ME)R1 Inspectorate, Care Quality Commission (CQC)) 
 Ms Una Findlay (Public Health England (PHE))* 
 Mr Carl Flint (Lay Member) 
 Mr Spencer Goodman (Society and College of Radiographers (SCoR))* 
 Prof Maria Hawkins (Clinical and Translational Radiotherapy Research Working Group) 
 Dr Fionnuala Houghton (Northern Ireland)  
 Dr Imogen Locke (Radiotherapy Clinical Reference Group (CRG), NHS England)*  
 Dr Nazia Mohammed (Scotland)* 
 Ms Karen Smith (SCoR)                  * attended by telephone 
 
In attendance: Ms Gillian Dollamore (Executive Officer, Clinical Oncology, RCR) 
 Dr Lucinda Morris (Chair, Targeting Cancer Working and Advisory Group) 
 
1 Welcome, apologies and conflicts of interest 
Chairmanship of the Board had passed to the RCR on 1 September 2019. Dr Tharmalingam was 
now serving as Chair, in her capacity as Vice-President, Clinical Oncology and Ms James was 
serving as Vice-Chair until the end of February 2020, in accordance with the Board’s Terms of 
Reference.  

Apologies for absence were received from Mrs Charlotte Beardmore (SCoR), Dr Frances Yuille 
(RCR) and Ms Bernadette McCarthy (Wales).  

No conflicts of interests were declared either before or during the meeting.  

2 Minutes of the previous meeting 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 11 July 2019 were approved without amendment.   

3 Matter Arising 
3.1 Radiotherapy quality assurance  
The Radiotherapy Board noted that the Royal Marsden NHS Foundation Trust and Hull University 
Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust had received accreditation to BS70000 following the successful 
completion of a two-year pilot assessment under a new quality assurance scheme for medical 
physics and clinical engineering services. 

4 Radiotherapy Awareness 

4.1 All Party Parliamentary Group on Radiotherapy 
The Board received an update on the work of the All Party Parliamentary Group on Radiotherapy. 
Members reflected on the Group’s inquiry into current and future provision of radiotherapy services 

                                                
1 Ionising Radiation (Medical Exposures) Regulations 

https://www.ipem.ac.uk/NewsExternalAffairs/LatestNews/TabId/366/ArtMID/1595/ArticleID/419/Two-NHS-Trusts-are-the-first-to-be-granted-MPACE-accreditation.aspx
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in the UK, conducted earlier in the year, to which the Board had provided both written and oral 
evidence. The report from the inquiry had been published in August 2019.  

4.2 Radiotherapy4Life 
Representatives of the Radiotherapy Board had attended the launch of the Radiotherapy4Life (R4L) 
campaign in April. Discussions had since been held between representatives from R4L and the RCR 
to discuss the campaign’s work. 

4.3 Targeting Cancer 
Dr Lucinda Morris, a Radiation Oncologist at Westmead Hospital, Sydney, Australia and Chair of the 
Targeting Cancer Working and Advisory Group, gave a presentation about the Targeting Cancer 
campaign run by the Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Radiologists (RANZCR). 

Work was now under way to consider whether – and if so, how – to develop a UK branch of 
Targeting Cancer.  

4.4 UK Imaging and Oncology congress 2019 and 2020 
The Radiotherapy Board reflected on its attendance at the 2019 UK Imaging and Oncology (UKIO) 
congress and the views of other stakeholders at a feedback meeting held in September 2019. Board 
members would consider further the extent of its engagement with the 2020 UKIO congress. 

4.5 Britain Against Cancer conference 
The All Party Parliamentary Group on Cancer had decided not to host a Britain Against Cancer 
conference in 2019.   

5 Radiotherapy Data 
5.1 Update on the Radiotherapy Dataset 
The Radiotherapy Board received an update from Public Health England (PHE) on the Radiotherapy 
Dataset (RTDS). There continued to be good progress with data processing and with plans to 
include data from the devolved nations. PHE had assisted in providing data for the HERO project 
(see below) and was also developing a Radiotherapy Quality Dashboard.  

Board members discussed the review of the RTDS undertaken earlier in the year and the 
subsequent decision by PHE not to take forward the planned release of a new version at this time 
(following NHS England’s decision to change the commissioning model for radiotherapy in England).  

6 Health Economics in Radiation Oncology (HERO) project 

6.1 HERO economic model – progress report 
A multi-professional Steering Group, led by the RCR, was continuing to collate UK data on 
radiotherapy delivery, equipment and personnel for inclusion in the economic model on the cost-
utility of radiotherapy developed by the ESTRO as part of its HERO (Health Economics in Radiation 
Oncology) project. It was hoped that all data would be available by January 2020. 

7 Radiotherapy Commissioning 
7.1 Update from Radiotherapy Clinical Reference Group  
The Radiotherapy Board received an update on the work of the NHS England Radiotherapy Clinical 
Reference Group. The Group’s current work programme included issues such as tariff reform, the 
implementation of the Operational Delivery Networks, the development of quality metrics and the 
radiotherapy workforce.  

7.2 Children’s, Teenage and Young Adult’s Cancer Services  
The Board noted again the concerns raised by the paediatric radiotherapy community about the 
future configuration of photon-only paediatric radiotherapy centres in England, in light of the 
provision of funded proton beam therapy. This was an issue that needed to be addressed nationally 
and the Board was awaiting an update from NHS England on this. 

https://ebf9be9c-890d-4dca-b67e-2c40c584e614.filesusr.com/ugd/4fcdc3_bd0f7f4ffeb84dd384a7f115914c0000.pdf?index=true
https://www.targetingcancer.com.au/
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7.3 National Cancer Strategies – update 
The governance structures within the NHS England Cancer Programme were being changed. It was 
understood that a new multi-disciplinary cross-organisational board was being established to replace 
the former Independent National Cancer Advisory Group.  

A national planning meeting had been held in Scotland which had identified access to SABR, 
developing IMRT services and workforce planning as key priorities. 

Work was at an early stage on a new cancer strategy in Northern Ireland.  

8 Radiotherapy Workforce  
8.1 Cancer Workforce – update 
Workforce remained one of the Radiotherapy Board’s three stated priorities and members 
considered the best way to continue to raise awareness of this issue. A huge amount of data was 
already available through the workforce surveys conducted by the SCoR, IPEM and RCR. The 
Board would therefore focus on highlighting examples of the successful deployment of skills mix as 
a way of addressing the workforce crisis.  
8.2 HEE-SCoR – Advanced Clinical Practitioners in Radiotherapy project 
The Radiotherapy Board received a further update on the Advanced Clinical Practitioners (ACPs) in 
Radiotherapy project. The results of an initial benchmarking exercise would be published in 
February/March 2020. Further work was being undertaken to develop a capability framework and a 
toolkit for implementation of ACP roles.  

9 Radiotherapy Safety / Medical Exposure 
9.1 Medical Exposures Group – update 
NHS Improvement was redeveloping the National Reporting and Learning System. This was 
currently in a test phase and radiotherapy departments were being sought to help with this testing.  

9.2 IPEM Radiotherapy Imaging Reference Levels 
A national audit of cone beam CT had been launched in the autumn and data were being collected 
until the end of December. It was hoped the results would be published in spring 2020.  

9.3 Care Quality Commission – IR(ME)R Team update 
The Radiotherapy Board received an update on the work of the IR(ME)R team at the Care Quality 
Commission (CQC). Four radiotherapy service inspections had been completed and there had been 
no requirements to date for any formal enforcement action.    
From January 2020 work would begin on updating the guidance on significant accidental and 
unintended exposure (SAUE) in line with the new definitions. 

Work was in hand to share more information about lessons learned from significant events and CQC 
was in discussions with PHE about possible routes for dissemination. 

In October 2019 the International Atomic Energy Authority had undertaken a routine review of the 
CQC IR(ME)R inspectors and other regulatory bodies. A report was due to be published in February 
2020.  

10 Radiotherapy Research 
10.1 Update from CTRad 
Board members received an update from the Clinical and Translational Radiotherapy Research 
Working Group. This included the recent launch of RadNet and reflections on the 2019 NCRI annual 
conference. 

10.2 Radiotherapy Learning Healthcare System 
NHS England had launched the Radiotherapy Learning Healthcare System (RLHS) in October 2019. 
Led by James Palmer (Medical Director, Specialised Services, NHS England), this was intended as 
a way of creating a shared culture of learning and improvement within radiotherapy, to support 
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innovation through better coordinated research, and to enable faster and more consistent roll-out of 
new techniques. 

11 Proton Beam Therapy 
11.1 NHS England proton beam therapy service 
Proton beam therapy services at The Christie were going well and the second facility at UCLH was 
understood to be on course to open in summer 2020. 

12 Guidance 
12.1 Ionising Radiation (Medical Exposure) Regulations: Implications for Clinical Practice in 
 Radiotherapy 
Members considered a near-final draft of new guidance being developed by a Working Group of the 
Radiotherapy Board on IR(ME)R: Implications for Clinical Practice in Radiotherapy. This had been 
considered by a number of stakeholder bodies. Board members reflected in particular on the 
difficulty of determining what was meant by ‘clinically significant’ in the context of accidental or 
unintended exposures.   

12.2 On target: ensuring geometric accuracy in radiotherapy and Image Guided 
Radiotherapy  (IGRT) - Guidance for implementation and use 

Work was continuing to complete all sections of the new guidelines on image guidance in external 
beam radiotherapy. The Editors were aiming to finalise the new guidance early in 2020, for 
consideration by the Radiotherapy Board at its next meeting.   

12.3 Management of radiotherapy patients with implanted cardiac pacemakers and 
defibrillators: a report of the AAPM TG-203  

The Radiotherapy Board welcomed publication by the American Association of Physicists in 
Medicine (AAPM) of new guidance on the management of radiotherapy patients with implanted 
cardiac pacemakers and defibrillators. The Board would now commence a review of its own 
publication Management of cancer patients receiving radiotherapy with a cardiac implanted 
electronic device (CIED): A clinical guideline. This would draw on the latest evidence from the AAPM 
and address the questions that had been raised about the Board’s original guidance.  

In view of the level of interest in this issue, the Board agreed not to expand its guidance to include 
other forms of implanted electronic devices (for example, cochlear implants or insulin pumps) but 
would focus solely on CIEDs. Any consideration of further IEDs could be addressed in a second, 
companion document.  

12.4 IMRT in the UK: Current access and predictions of future access rates 
The Radiotherapy Board would be producing a snapshot of current IMRT delivery, to provide a 
comparison with the position reflected in its 2015 document IMRT in the UK: Current access and 
predictions of future access rates and to serve as a baseline for the start-up of the ODNs.  

12.5 Guidance on Improving Access to Radiotherapy – Increasing working hours  
IPEM had almost completed work on a new document on the impact of extended hours working. 
This was understood to address the issues arising for the radiotherapy physics service and would 
therefore complement rather than supersede the Radiotherapy Board’s Guidance on Improving 
Access to Radiotherapy – Increasing working hours. The Board would retain its guidance for the 
time being but would seek to address issues of extended working hours as part of the ‘exemplars of 
skill mix’ work noted above. 

13 Date of next meeting  
Thursday 12 March 2020 (10am to 1pm at The Royal College of Radiologists) 

 
 
 
 

https://aapm.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/mp.13838
https://www.rcr.ac.uk/sites/default/files/mgmt_cancer_patients_receiving_radiotherapy_cardiac_implanted_electronic_device_sep2015.pdf
https://www.rcr.ac.uk/sites/default/files/mgmt_cancer_patients_receiving_radiotherapy_cardiac_implanted_electronic_device_sep2015.pdf
https://www.rcr.ac.uk/sites/default/files/imrt_in_the_uk_current_future_access_jul2015.pdf
https://www.rcr.ac.uk/sites/default/files/imrt_in_the_uk_current_future_access_jul2015.pdf
https://www.rcr.ac.uk/sites/default/files/improving_access_to_radiotherapy_increasing_working_hours_jun2015.pdf
https://www.rcr.ac.uk/sites/default/files/improving_access_to_radiotherapy_increasing_working_hours_jun2015.pdf
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