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Radiotherapy Board 
 

Meeting held at 10.00am on Thursday 12 March 2020 
 

PUBLIC MINUTES 
 

Present: Dr Hannah Tharmalingam (Chair, The Royal College of Radiologists (RCR)) 
Ms Una Findlay (Public Health England (PHE))  
Mr Carl Flint (Lay Member) 
Mr Spencer Goodman (Society and College of Radiographers (SCoR))  
Ms Bernadette McCarthy (Wales) 
 

By telephone: Ms Caroline Berry (IR(ME)R1 Inspectorate, Care Quality Commission (CQC)) 
Dr Vivian Cosgrove (Institute of Physics and Engineering in Medicine (IPEM))  
Mr Cliff Double (IR(ME)R Inspectorate, CQC) 
Ms Hayley James (Vice-Chair, IPEM) 
Dr Imogen Locke (Radiotherapy Clinical Reference Group, NHS England) 
  

In attendance: Ms Gillian Dollamore (Executive Officer, Clinical Oncology, RCR) 
 

1 Welcome, apologies and conflicts of interest 

Apologies for absence had been received from Mrs Charlotte Beardmore (SCoR), Dr Fionnuala 
Houghton (Northern Ireland), Ms Karen Smith (SCoR) and Dr Frances Yuille (RCR).  

Ms Berry would be succeeding Mr Double as the Board’s IR(ME)R team representative in the 
coming weeks. New members were also being sought to represent Scotland and the Clinical and 
Translational Radiotherapy Research Working Group (CTRad). 

No conflicts of interests were declared either before or during the meeting.  

2 Minutes of the previous meeting 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 21 November 2019 were approved without amendment. 

3 Matter Arising 

3.1 UK Imaging and Oncology Congress 2020 

The Radiotherapy Board agreed that it would not have a presence nor run a workshop at the 2020 
UK Imaging and Oncology (UKIO) Congress2. The Board would review this position for UKIO 2021 
in due course.    

3.2 Cancer Workforce Crisis lobby day 

Following the All Party Parliamentary Group on Cancer’s decision not to host a Britain Against 
Cancer conference in 2019, it was understood that no alternative event focusing on the cancer 
workforce had been arranged.   

3.3 The Impact of Extended Clinical Hours on a Radiotherapy Physics Service 

IPEM had published an update to its 2014 document The Impact of Extended Clinical Hours on a 
Radiotherapy Physics Service. This highlighted the continued challenges to radiotherapy physics 

                                                 
1
 Ionising Radiation (Medical Exposures) Regulations 

2
 UKIO 2020 was subsequently cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

https://www.ipem.ac.uk/NewsExternalAffairs/LatestNews/TabId/366/ArtMID/1595/ArticleID/456/Communities-of-Interest-opened-up-to-non-IPEM-members.aspx
https://www.ipem.ac.uk/NewsExternalAffairs/LatestNews/TabId/366/ArtMID/1595/ArticleID/456/Communities-of-Interest-opened-up-to-non-IPEM-members.aspx
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services of supporting extended hours working. As the focus of this document was on radiotherapy 
physics, the Radiotherapy Board agreed to retain its own Guidance on Improving Access to 
Radiotherapy – Increasing working hours as this covered the radiotherapy service as a whole.   

4 Radiotherapy services and COVID-19 

Radiotherapy Board members discussed the likely impact of the emerging COVID-19 pandemic on 
delivery of radiotherapy services. NHS England (NHS-E) was preparing guidance on the 
management of cancer patients during the pandemic. The professional bodies were also working 
hard to provide advice and support to their members at this time. In addition, the One Cancer Voice 
group of charities had issued advice on coronavirus for people with cancer.  

The Radiotherapy Board agreed to publish a short statement to acknowledge the challenges facing 
radiotherapy professionals as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and to direct users to advice 
issued by IPEM, the SCoR and the RCR, as well as that provided nationally through bodies such as 
NHS-E, PHE and the Government.   

5 Radiotherapy Awareness 

5.1 All Party Parliamentary Group on Radiotherapy (APPG-RT) and Radiotherapy4Life (R4L)  
campaign 

On 4 February 2020 the APPG-RT and R4L had hosted a drop-in session for MPs and Peers at the 
House of Commons to raise awareness of radiotherapy and the need for investment in the 
workforce, equipment and IT infrastructure to support service delivery. The Radiotherapy Board had 
arranged for representatives from the three professional bodies to attend this event.   

5.2 Targeting Cancer 

Work was continuing to develop a strategy for how the Targeting Cancer campaign could be 
adapted for the UK. This work was being led by the RCR but with multi-disciplinary input.  

5.3 Vision for Radiotherapy 2014 – 2024 

The Radiotherapy Board reviewed an early draft of a commentary document being prepared by 
Cancer Research UK (CRUK) to mark the half-way point since publishing its Vision for Radiotherapy 
2014-2024 report. A number of comments would be passed back to CRUK.  

6 Radiotherapy Data 

6.1 Update on the Radiotherapy Dataset 

The Radiotherapy Board received an update from PHE on the Radiotherapy DataSet (RTDS). A 
planned review of the RTDS remained on hold, pending possible changes to the radiotherapy 
payment system. However, work was continuing to prepare data for inclusion in the NHS-E Quality 
Dashboard. 

7 Health Economics in Radiation Oncology (HERO) project 

7.1 HERO economic model – progress report 

A multi-professional group was continuing to compile UK data for inclusion in the economic model 
on the cost-utility of radiotherapy developed by ESTRO as part of its HERO project. This work was 
expected to be completed by late spring or early summer 2020.   

8 Radiotherapy Commissioning 

8.1 Update from Radiotherapy Clinical Reference Group 

The Radiotherapy Board received an update on the work of the NHS-E Radiotherapy Clinical 
Reference Group (CRG). The CRG’s workplan included issues such as quality improvement 
measures, a review of payment systems for radiotherapy and the future configuration of paediatric 
photon radiotherapy services. However, these issues had since been overtaken by the urgent need 
to provide guidance and support on managing cancer services during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

https://www.rcr.ac.uk/clinical-oncology/faculty-and-partnership-working/partnership-working/about-radiotherapy-board
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/sites/default/files/one_cancer_voice_advice_on_coronavirus_for_people_with_cancer.pdf?(link%20added%20on%2013%20March%202020)
https://www.rcr.ac.uk/clinical-oncology/faculty-and-partnership-working/partnership-working/about-radiotherapy-board
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/sites/default/files/policy_feb2014_radiotherapy_vision2014-2024_final.pdf
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/sites/default/files/policy_feb2014_radiotherapy_vision2014-2024_final.pdf
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The Radiotherapy Board welcomed the recent decision by NHS-E to extend commissioning of 
SABR for non-small cell lung cancer to all centres in England and for hepato-cellular carcinoma and 
oligometastases from April 2020. The RCR was working with the UK SABR Consortium to develop 
training and educational resources for centres not currently delivering SABR, to enable them to 
become accredited to provide this service in the future.  

8.2 Children’s, Teenage and Young Adult’s Cancer Services 

NHS-E was addressing concerns about the future configuration of paediatric radiotherapy services 
following the provision of funded proton beam therapy (PBT) services in England.   

9 Radiotherapy Workforce  

9.1 Cancer Workforce – update 

On 3 March 2020 the Government had launched a national recruitment campaign for allied health 
professionals, including therapeutic radiographers.  

The SCoR had completed its 2019 Workforce Census which would provide the latest picture of the 
therapeutic radiographer workforce. The RCR had completed its 2019 Clinical Oncology Workforce 
Census and the results would be published in May 2020. IPEM had recently completed its 2019 
Workforce Survey which included an update on vacancy rates for key staff groups.  

The Radiotherapy Board discussed the ongoing recruitment of Medical Physics Experts (MPEs - a 
specific safety role required under the IR(ME)R). 

The Board remained committed to addressing workforce issues on a multi-disciplinary basis and 
was  keen to develop exemplars of skill mix as away of addressing the radiotherapy workforce crisis. 

9.2 HEE-SCoR – Advanced Clinical Practice in Oncology project 

The Radiotherapy Board received an update on progress with the Advanced Clinical Practice (ACP) 
in Oncology project. The report of the initial benchmarking exercise had been completed and good 
progress had been made with the ACP capability framework and toolkit for implementation.   

10 Radiotherapy Safety / Medical Exposure 

10.1 Medical Exposures Group – update 

The Medical Exposures Group was working on the 6th Biennial Radiotherapy Errors report. This 
was planned for publication in May 2020 and would focus on trends in error classification, pathway 
coding, effective and failed safety barriers, and causative factors of reported events.  

The Patient Safety in Radiotherapy group was considering the scope of a new guidance document 
Advancing Safer Radiotherapy. This would be a successor to the 2008 document Towards Safer 
Radiotherapy and would include additional tools to support safer clinical practice. 

10.2 IPEM Radiotherapy Imaging Optimisation Working Party 

A national audit of cone beam CT had been completed. The results would be published as a topical 
report in Physics in Medicine and Biology.  

10.3 Care Quality Commission – IR(ME)R Team update 

The Radiotherapy Board received an update on the work of the IR(ME)R team at the CQC. Five 
inspections of radiotherapy services had been conducted in the 2019/20 financial year and no 
enforcement action had been required. The CQC was developing a risk-based strategy for the future 
inspections programme, based on annual provider returns. 

CQC was continuing a review of its guidance on the notification of serious accidental and 
unintended exposures (SAUE). It was hoped a revised version could be published in summer 2020.  

Work was continuing to look at the best way to share more information about lessons learned from 
significant events. CQC was working with PHE on possible routes for disseminating this important 
learning information. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/national-recruitment-campaign-for-paramedics-radiographers-and-nurses-begins
https://www.rcr.ac.uk/publication/towards-safer-radiotherapy
https://www.rcr.ac.uk/publication/towards-safer-radiotherapy
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11 Radiotherapy Research 

11.1 Update from CTRad 

In the absence of a representative, Radiotherapy Board members received the latest (February 
2020) edition of the CTRad News Bulletin.    

12 Proton Beam Therapy 

12.1 NHS England proton beam therapy service 

PBT services continued to ramp up at The Christie NHS Foundation Trust. Work was also 
continuing to develop the second funded PBT facility at University College London Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust which was expected to commence treatments in spring 2021.  

13 Guidance 

13.1 Ionising Radiation (Medical Exposure) Regulations: Implications for Clinical Practice in 
 Radiotherapy 

A final draft of this new guidance had been approved and was now in production for publication. It 
would be published in spring 2020 alongside guidance for diagnostic imaging.    

13.2 On target: ensuring geometric accuracy in radiotherapy and Image Guided 
Radiotherapy  (IGRT) - Guidance for implementation and use 

A draft of new guidelines on image guidance in external beam radiotherapy had been completed. 
Following comments by the project’s Steering Group some further amendments were being 
undertaken. It was hoped that a final draft would be circulated to the Radiotherapy Board ahead of 
its next meeting on 18 June 2020.  

13.3 Management of cancer patients receiving radiotherapy with a cardiac implanted 
electronic device: a clinical guideline 

The Radiotherapy Board received draft Terms of Reference for a Working Group to undertake a 
review and update of this guideline. This would continue to focus on cardiac implanted electronic 
devices (CIEDs). However, the Board felt there was also a need for additional guidance relating to 
patients receiving radiotherapy with other forms of IED. This would be prepared as a second phase 
of the same project, once the guidance relating to CIEDs had been completed.  

13.4 IMRT in the UK: current access and predictions of future access rates 

Following publication of this 2015 report, the Radiotherapy Board would be reviewing data available 
through the RTDS with a view to providing a more up-to-date picture of IMRT delivery across 
Networks in England and in the devolved nations.  

14 Any Other Business 

The SCoR has recently published new guidance on magnetic resonance imaging (MRI)-guided 
radiotherapy. This provided an overview of the educational and professional requirements for 
therapeutic radiographers to support safe, effective use of MRI in radiotherapy for the purposes of 
simulation or on-board radiotherapy guidance.   

 
15 Dates of meetings in 2020  

Remaining meetings in 2020 were scheduled for Thursday 18 June and Thursday 5 November 
(10am to 1pm at The Royal College of Radiologists). 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.sor.org/sites/default/files/document-versions/mri_guided_radiotherapy-1.pdf
https://www.sor.org/sites/default/files/document-versions/mri_guided_radiotherapy-1.pdf

