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Radiotherapy Board 
 

Meeting held at 10.00am on Thursday 18 June 2020  
 

PUBLIC MINUTES 
 

Present: Dr Hannah Tharmalingam (Chair, The Royal College of Radiologists (RCR)) 
Mrs Charlotte Beardmore (Society and College of Radiographers (SCoR))  
Ms Caroline Berry (IR(ME)R1 Inspectorate, Care Quality Commission) 
Dr Rachel Cooper (RCR) 
Dr Vivian Cosgrove (Institute of Physics and Engineering in Medicine (IPEM))  
Ms Una Findlay (Public Health England (PHE))  
Mr Carl Flint (Lay Member) 
Mr Spencer Goodman (SCoR)  
Dr Fionnuala Houghton (Northern Ireland)  
Ms Hayley James (Vice-Chair, IPEM) 
Dr Ryan Lewis (Wales) 

 Dr Imogen Locke (Radiotherapy Clinical Reference Group, NHS England) 
Dr Frances Yuille (RCR) 
Mrs Karen Smith (SCoR)  

 
In attendance: 

 
Ms Gillian Dollamore (Executive Officer, Clinical Oncology, RCR) 
 

1 Welcome, apologies and conflicts of interest 
Ms Caroline Berry had succeeded Mr Cliff Double as the representative of the IR(ME)R Inspectorate 
at the CQC. 

Dr Lewis was attending on behalf of Bernadette McCarthy (Wales representative).  

Dr Rachel Cooper was observing the meeting prior to succeeding Dr Yuille as Medical Director for 
Education and Training, Clinical Oncology at the RCR from 1 September 2020. 

Mrs Karen Smith would be standing down from the Radiotherapy Board in July. Her successor 
would be confirmed by SCoR Council. 

Apologies for absence had been received from Bernadette McCarthy. 

No conflicts of interests were declared either before or during the meeting.  

2 Minutes of the previous meeting 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 12 March 2020 were approved without amendment. 

3 Matter Arising 

3.1 Membership update  
A number of forthcoming changes to the membership of the Radiotherapy Board were noted. 

                                                 
1 Ionising Radiation (Medical Exposures) Regulations 
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4 Radiotherapy services and COVID-19 

4.1 Reflections on managing radiotherapy services during the COVID-19 pandemic 
Board members discussed impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on radiotherapy services and how 
departments had coped during what had been – and continued to be – a very difficult time. They 
noted a number of positive outcomes from the pandemic including more collaborative working - 
within the radiotherapy community, across the four UK nations and between national organisations - 
and the rapid development of professional guidance to support radiotherapy teams.  

Radiotherapy departments had continued to submit data for the Radiotherapy Dataset (RTDS) 
throughout the pandemic period. A further positive aspect of the pandemic had been the focus on 
supporting the well-being of the radiotherapy workforce. 

The Board acknowledged the need for proper reflection on the interim changes that had been made 
to service delivery and workforce management, and the importance of learning lessons so that 
protocols and procedures could be developed for coping with any second wave of COVID-19 
infection or any future such public health emergencies.  

4.2 Radiotherapy for COVID-19 
During the pandemic there had been growing debate about the possible use of low dose 
radiotherapy (LDRT) to the lung as a treatment for patients with COVID-19. A number of early phase 
clinical trials had opened to investigate this further but a number of concerns had been raised within 
the radiotherapy community about the possibility of staff being asked to use LDRT to treat patients 
with COVID-19 without a clear evidence base. Board members agreed to issue a position statement. 

4.3 Data collection and research 
Radiotherapy Board members welcomed the rapid development of a range of data collection and 
research projects that were looking at the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on radiotherapy 
services and on patient outcomes, including the COVID RT study being led by CTRad and the 
development by PHE of a COVID-19 Dashboard.  

4.4 Recovery, restoration and reconfiguration of radiotherapy services 
National guidance on service recovery and reconfiguration2 had been drafted by the RCR and 
circulated to the SCoR, IPEM and the Association of Cancer Physicians for comment and possible 
endorsement.  

4.5 Guidance on testing for asymptomatic healthcare workers and patients 
National guidance on testing for asymptomatic healthcare workers and patients in non-surgical 
oncology had also been developed to support centres when considering the level of testing that was 
appropriate to local prevalence rates and testing capacity. 

5 Radiotherapy Awareness 
5.1 All Party Parliamentary Group on Radiotherapy and Action Radiotherapy  
The All Party Parliamentary Group on Radiotherapy had continued to raise the profile of 
radiotherapy during the COVID-19 pandemic, emphasising the need for appropriate Personal 
Protective Equipment for radiotherapy professionals and the importance of continued patient access 
to radiotherapy treatment. It had also called for a speeding up of the roll-out of stereotactic ablative 
radiotherapy (SABR) across all centres in England.  

5.2 Targeting Cancer 
Work on this multi-professional initiative had been temporarily halted during the pandemic.  

5.3 Vision for Radiotherapy 2014 – 2024 
Work by Cancer Research UK on a commentary piece to mark the half-way point since publication 
of its Vision for Radiotherapy 2014-2024 report had been delayed as a result of COVID-19.   

                                                 
2 Guidance on recovery, restoration and reconfiguration for oncology departments was published on 25 June 2020 

https://www.ncri.org.uk/news/covid19-radiotherapy-initiative/
https://www.rcr.ac.uk/sites/default/files/guidance-covid19-testing-asymptomatic-hcw-patients-oncology.pdf
https://www.rcr.ac.uk/sites/default/files/guidance-covid19-testing-asymptomatic-hcw-patients-oncology.pdf
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/sites/default/files/policy_feb2014_radiotherapy_vision2014-2024_final.pdf
https://www.rcr.ac.uk/sites/default/files/guidance-recovery-restoration-reconfiguration-oncology-departments.pdf
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6 Radiotherapy Data 
6.1 Update on the Radiotherapy Dataset 
Data collection was proceeding well, despite the COVID-19 pandemic.  

PHE was still planning to implement a new Version 6 of the RTDS, following the review undertaken 
last year. This work had been paused during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

7 Radiotherapy Commissioning 
7.1 Update from Radiotherapy Clinical Reference Group 
The Radiotherapy Clinical Reference Group (CRG) had discussed the many changes to service 
delivery during the COVID-10 pandemic which could potentially be retained in the future - better 
integration of decision-making, the rapid implementation of hypofractionation, the enhanced role of 
medical Royal Colleges and other professional bodies in providing support for the healthcare 
community, streamlining of Multi-Disciplinary Team meetings and greater use of remote meetings.  

There had also been a number of adverse impacts, including disruption to training for all 
professional groups, additional time and resource needed for infection control, and space capacity 
issues within departments as a result of the need for social distancing.  

7.2 Children’s, Teenage and Young Adult’s Cancer Services 
There was no further update from NHS-E on its plans for the future configuration of paediatric 
radiotherapy services following the provision of funded proton beam therapy services in England. 

8 Radiotherapy Workforce  
8.1 Cancer Workforce – update 
The RCR’s 2019 Clinical Oncology Workforce Census had illustrated the continuing crisis in the CO 
workforce, with 93 consultant CO vacancies and a shortfall of around 19 per cent in the number of 
consultant clinical oncologists. 

The SCoR’s 2019 Radiotherapy Radiographic Workforce UK Census had shown a vacancy rate of 7 
per cent for the UK as a whole although this was higher in both Northern Ireland and Wales, and 
within England there were three centres with vacancy rates over 20 per cent.  

The IPEM Workforce Census for 2019 had indicated vacancy rates of around 10 per cent for 
Radiotherapy Clinical Scientists and Clinical Technologists (Practitioners) and around 11 per cent 
for Radiotherapy Clinical Technologists (Practitioners) in Engineering.   

Board members acknowledged the importance of maintaining a supply of staff into the radiotherapy 
workforce. Recruitment into the three professions generally remained strong although the 
replacement of the bursary with a loan for those training in therapeutic radiography had had an 
adverse impact. 

A number of initiatives were mentioned to encourage entry to the professions. Key personnel from 
the SCoR, RCR and IPEM would be invited to pursue workforce issues in more detail. 
8.2 HEE-SCoR – Advanced Clinical Practice (ACP) in Oncology project 
An Exploration of Advanced Clinical Practice (ACP) in Therapeutic Radiography: A Qualitative 
Inquiry was available here. Work was continuing on the next steps for further resources in the form 
of a toolkit to support the ACP role. 

9 Radiotherapy Safety / Medical Exposure 

9.1 Medical Exposures Group – update 
The 6th Biennial radiotherapy errors data analysis and learning report was due to be published in 
June. This included data from January 2018 to December 2019, together with shared summaries of 
reportable radiation incidents from the same period supplied by the UK inspectorates for IR(ME)R.  

https://www.rcr.ac.uk/system/files/publication/field_publication_files/clinical-oncology-uk-workforce-census-2019-report.pdf
https://www.sor.org/learning/document-library/radiotherapy-radiographic-workforce-uk-census-2019
https://www.sor.org/learning/library-and-publications/imaging-oncology
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/893230/Biennial_radiotherapy_error_data_analysis_and_learning_report.pdf
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The June 2020 edition of the Safer Radiotherapy e-bulletin would focus on COVID-19. It would 
include a guest editorial from Dr Petra Jankowska highlighting some of the positive changes that 
had come about during, or as a result of, the pandemic. 

Safer Radiotherapy: Triannual RTE data analysis and learning report for December 2019 to March 
2020 was also due to be published shortly. 

The Patient Safety in Radiotherapy group would be meeting on 23 June 2020 and would be 
reviewing the programme of work that had been paused during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

9.2 IPEM Radiotherapy Imaging Optimisation Working Party 
Data collection for the national audit of cone beam CT had been completed but analysis had been 
delayed due to COVID-19. 

9.3 Care Quality Commission – IR(ME)R Team update 
The number of inspections carried out during the COVID-19 pandemic had reduced. However, one 
inspection of an independent provider had identified the need for enforcement action. It was hoped 
that a full schedule of inspections would resume in around 6 to 8 weeks.  

Revised guidance on the notification of serious accidental and unintended exposures was due to be 
issued in mid-July 2020.  

10 Radiotherapy Research 

10.1 Update from CTRad 
There was no update at this meeting.  

11 Proton Beam Therapy 

11.1 NHS England proton beam therapy service 
The ramp-up of the PBT service at The Christie NHS Foundation Trust was proceeding well. The 
PBT centre at University College London Hospitals was due to open in autumn 2020 for training and 
preparation for clinical commissioning, although treatment services would not commence until 2021.  

12 Guidance 
12.1 Ionising Radiation (Medical Exposure) Regulations: Implications for Clinical Practice in 
 Radiotherapy 
The new guidance had been completed3 and was awaiting sign-off from the professional bodies.  

12.2 On target: ensuring geometric accuracy in radiotherapy and Image Guided 
Radiotherapy  (IGRT) - Guidance for implementation and use 

Work on the new guidelines on image guidance in external beam radiotherapy had been temporarily 
suspended during the COVID-19 pandemic but would resume shortly, with a view to a final version 
being sent to Radiotherapy Board members for review/approval in early/mid August. 

12.3 Management of cancer patients receiving radiotherapy with a cardiac implanted 
electronic device: a clinical guideline 

Mrs Smith would be leading a Working Group to conduct a review and update of this guidance. She 
would be meeting with Dr Tharmalingam and Ms Dollamore shortly to discuss the next steps. 

12.4 IMRT in the UK: current access and predictions of future access rates 
Work on an up-to-date snapshot of the use of IMRT across the UK had been delayed by COVID-19. 
This would resume shortly, starting with investigation of data available through the RTDS.  

                                                 
3 IR(ME)R: implications for clinical practice in radiotherapy was published on 30 June 2020 

https://www.rcr.ac.uk/sites/default/files/guidance-on-irmer-implications-for-clinical-practice-in-radiotherapy.pdf
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13 Date of next meeting  
Thursday 5 November 2020 at 10.00am (arrangements to be confirmed). 
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