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Radiotherapy Board 
 

Meeting held at 10.00am on Thursday 14 March 2019 
 

PUBLIC MINUTES 
 

Present: Ms Hayley James (Chair – Institute of Physics and Engineering in Medicine (IPEM)) 
 Mr John Burton (Society and College of Radiographers (SCoR)) 
 Dr Vivian Cosgrove (IPEM)  
 Dr Jeanette Dickson (The Royal College of Radiologists (RCR)) 
 Ms Una Findlay (Public Health England (PHE)) 
 Mr Spencer Goodman (SCoR) 
  Mrs Linda Samuels (Lay Member) 
 Dr Frances Yuille (RCR) 
 
Guest: Prof Pat Price (Chair, Action Radiotherapy) 
 
In attendance: Ms Gillian Dollamore (Executive Officer, Clinical Oncology, RCR) 

1 Welcome, apologies and conflicts of interest 
Dr Vivian Cosgrove had joined the Radiotherapy Board as a representative of IPEM, succeeding Mr 
Steve Blake. 

Prof Pat Price was attending as a guest for item 4.  

Apologies for absence were received from Mrs Charlotte Beardmore (SCoR), Mr Cliff Double (Care 
Quality Commission, IR(ME)R Inspectorate), Prof Maria Hawkins (Clinical and Translational 
Radiotherapy Research Working Group), Dr Fionnuala Houghton (Northern Ireland), Ms Bernadette 
McCarthy (Wales), Dr Nazia Mohammed (Scotland), Prof Nick Slevin (Radiotherapy Clinical 
Reference Group) and Dr Diana Tait (Radiotherapy Awareness Programme). 

No conflicts of interest were declared. 

2 Minutes of the previous meeting 
The Minutes of the meeting held on 15 November 2018 were approved subject to a minor 
amendment to item 13.2 (On target: ensuring geometric accuracy in radiotherapy and Image Guided 
Radiotherapy - Guidance for implementation and use).  
 
3 Matter Arising  

3.1 Intraoperative Radiotherapy – enquiry  
The Radiotherapy Board had received an enquiry about Intra-Operative Radiotherapy (IORT) and 
use of the Intrabeam technology. This enquiry was ongoing and was discussed by the Board. 

3.2 Radiotherapy quality assurance – update on MPACE 
Further to discussion at its previous meeting, the Radiotherapy Board had responded to the UK 
Accreditation Service (UKAS) with its views on the pilot of a quality assurance scheme that was 
being developed for medical physics and clinical engineering (MPACE) services.  

4 All Party Parliamentary Group on Radiotherapy 
Prof Pat Price had been invited to provide an update for the Radiotherapy Board about the All Party 
Parliamentary Group on Radiotherapy (APPG-RT). She outlined the establishment of the APPG-RT 
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in May 2018, its role and aims, membership and activities to date. In July 2018 the APPG-RT had 
published a Manifesto for Radiotherapy which set out its vision for delivering a world-class patient-
first radiotherapy service in the UK.  

Prof Price also reported on a new public awareness campaign about radiotherapy called 
Radiotherapy4Life which would be launched in April 2019. Representatives of the Radiotherapy 
Board were invited to attend the launch event. The Radiotherapy Board suggested that information 
about the APPG-RT and Radiotherapy4Life be placed in all radiotherapy centres across the UK.  
 
5 Radiotherapy Data 
5.1 Update on the Radiotherapy Dataset 
The Radiotherapy Board received an update from PHE on the development of the Radiotherapy 
Dataset (RTDS). It welcomed the continued improvement in data quality and completeness and 
noted the ongoing work to expand data collection across the UK. The Board also welcomed the 
establishment of a national radiotherapy equipment register. The Radiotherapy Board would 
respond in due course to a review of the RTDS which would be taking place during 2019.  

5.2 Radiotherapy Information Strategy Group  
The Radiotherapy Board received an update from the Radiotherapy Information Strategy Group 
(RISG). The RISG was undertaking a feasibility study to determine how molecular radiotherapy data 
could be incorporated into the RTDS. 

6 Health Economics in Radiation Oncology (HERO) project 

6.1 HERO economic model – update 
The Radiotherapy Board received an update on UK engagement with the economic model 
developed by the European Society for Radiotherapy and Oncology (ESTRO) as part of its Health 
Economics in Radiation Oncology (HERO) project to evaluate the cost-effectiveness of radiotherapy 
across Europe. A multi-professional Steering Group was collecting data from a representative group 
of centres in the UK on all aspects of radiotherapy delivery – treatments, equipment, staffing, time, 
costs, etc – for input to the model.  
7 Radiotherapy Commissioning 
7.1 NHS England Service Specifications for Adult External Beam Radiotherapy and 

Operational Delivery Networks 
The Radiotherapy Board had welcomed the ambitions set out in the new service specifications for 
Adult External Beam Radiotherapy and Operational Delivery Networks (ODNs) which had been 
published in January 2019. However, the Board had concerns over the ability to deliver them given 
the current national workforce shortage and the significant level of funding required for an IT 
infrastructure that would support effective operation of the Networks. 

7.2 Update from the Radiotherapy Clinical Reference Group  
Recent meetings of the Radiotherapy Clinical Reference Group (CRG) had focussed on forthcoming 
changes to the structure and membership of the CRG, effective from April 2019, and on the plans 
for implementation of the ODNs.   

The Radiotherapy Board would be hosting a workshop at the 2019 UK Imaging and Oncology 
congress in June on how radiotherapy networks could support peer review. This might also provide 
an opportunity to discuss the challenges of, and potential solutions for, implementing the ODNs. 

8 Radiotherapy Workforce  

8.1 HEE-SCoR – Advanced Clinical Practitioners in Radiotherapy project 
The Board received an update on the Advanced Clinical Practitioners in Radiotherapy project which 
was being taken forward by the SCoR in conjunction with Health Education England (HEE). The 
RCR and IPEM were also part of the Steering Group for this project. Early discussions had focussed 

https://www.actionradiotherapy.org/our-manifesto
https://www.rcr.ac.uk/sites/default/files/statement_on_nhs_england_radiotherapy_service_specifications_feb2019.pdf
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on the recruitment and retention of advanced clinical practitioners, their potential impact on service 
delivery and their future role within the radiotherapy workforce.  

9 Radiotherapy Safety / Medical Exposure 

9.1 Medical Exposures Group – update 
The 5th biennial Radiotherapy Errors report was due to be published in April 2019.  

The Radiotherapy Board welcomed plans for the Patient Safety in Radiotherapy (PSRT) group to 
prepare a new document on Advancing Safer Radiotherapy. This would address the advances in 
radiotherapy technologies and techniques, and improvements in patient safety measures, since the 
2008 report entitled Towards Safer Radiotherapy.  

9.2 IPEM Radiotherapy Imaging Reference Levels 
Following completion of the work on national dose reference levels for radiotherapy planning CT 
scans, a second national audit was being planned for cone beam CT.     

9.3 Care Quality Commission – IR(ME)R Team update 
The Care Quality Commission was planning up to ten IR(ME)R inspections annually, across the 
NHS and independent providers. It was also working on the definition of ‘significant accidental or 
unintended exposure’ contained in the IR(ME)R 2017, to replace the previous definition under 
IR(ME)R 2000 (as amended) of exposure ‘much greater than intended’.  

10 Radiotherapy Research 

10.1 Update from CTRad 
Board members received a report outlining the range of activities being undertaken by CTRad. 
These included a proton beam therapy (PBT) workshop and national proton trial development 
meeting held in Manchester on 28 February and 1 March, and plans for a 10-year anniversary 
symposium for CTRad on 20 June 2019.  
  

11 Proton Beam Therapy 

11.1 NHS England proton beam therapy service 
The NHS PBT centre at The Christie Hospital in Manchester opened in autumn 2018 and the first 
patient was treated in December. Work was continuing on the second NHS centre at University 
College London Hospital where services were due to begin in summer 2020.  

12 Guidance  
12.1 Ionising Radiation (Medical Exposure) Regulations 2017  
A Working Group of the Radiotherapy Board was continuing to prepare new guidance on the 
implications of the IR(ME)R 2017 for the delivery of radiotherapy services. It was hoped that a draft 
would be available for the next meeting of the Board in July. 

12.2 On target: ensuring geometric accuracy in radiotherapy and Image Guided 
Radiotherapy  (IGRT) - Guidance for implementation and use 

Work was continuing to update and merge these two guidance documents to provide a single new 
guideline on image guidance in external beam radiotherapy. This was being overseen by a multi-
professional Steering Group led by Dr Helen McNair and Dr Kevin Franks, and supported by a 
Working Group of more than 90 individuals who were preparing individual chapters and sections. 
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12.3 Review/update of Radiotherapy Board guidance 

12.3.1 Management of cancer patients receiving radiotherapy with a cardiac implanted electronic 
device: A clinical guideline 

The Radiotherapy Board was awaiting publication by the American Association of Physicists in 
Medicine on the management of radiotherapy patients with implanted cardiac pacemakers and 
defibrillators, before considering whether or not to update the above guidance issued in 2015.  

12.3.2 Intensity Modulated Radiotherapy in the UK: Current access and predictions of future access 
rates  

The Board was considering a further piece of work to assess the delivery of IMRT across the UK 
since the above report was published in 2015.  
12.3.3 Guidance on Improving Access to Radiotherapy – Increasing working hours  

The Radiotherapy Board was awaiting publication by IPEM of new guidance on extended hours 
working before considering whether or not to update the above guidance issued in 2015.  

12.3.4 Guidance on the management and governance of additional radiotherapy capacity 

In light of the new NHS England radiotherapy service specifications, the Board was considering the 
future status of this document which had been published in 2013.   

13 Date of next meeting in 2018 
Thursday 11 July, from 10am – 1pm at The Royal College of Radiologists  
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