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The Royal College of Radiologists

The Royal College of Radiologists
63 Lincoln’s Inn Fields

London

WC2A 3JW

15 September 2026

Karin Smyth MP
Minister of State for Health

Department of Health and Social Care
39 Victoria Street

London

SW1H OEU

(Sent via email)

Dear Minister Smyth,

Re: Urgent intervention in clinical oncoloqy and clinical radiology consultant

recruitment freezes

We are writing to urge you to intervene in the growing issue of consultant recruitment
freezes in cancer centres and radiology departments. These recruitment freezes are
jeopardising timely diagnosis and cancer treatment, with 90% of cancer centre
leaders reporting delays to treatment and 80% of radiology department heads
reporting seeing patients’ conditions worsening because of staff shortages in 2025.

Last year recruitment freezes were imposed on 57% of England’s specialist cancer
treatment centres, more than double the 24% of the previous year. In the same
period, 39% of radiology departments in England also had a recruitment freeze
imposed on them. Again, this is more than double the figure in the previous year.

The NHS is consistently failing to meet both diagnostic waiting time and cancer
treatment targets. But trusts are imposing recruitment freezes on these vital services
in an effort to meet government demands for them to ‘balance their books’. These
recruitment freezes only reduce the likelihood of diagnostic and cancer targets being
met. It is ultimately patients who suffer, with many facing worrying waits for a
diagnosis and, in some cases, seeing their cancer outcomes worsen.

Recruitment freezes are creating immediate and long-term risks for patient care by
limiting the consultant workforce needed to deliver timely diagnosis and cancer

63 Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, WC2A 3JW, UK

+44 (0)20 7405 1282

enquiries@rcr.ac.uk Nl

rer.ac.uk %{?_ﬁﬁ
o

A Charity registered with the Charity Commission No. 211540 AN

VAT Registration No. 433042046


https://www.rcr.ac.uk/news-policy/workforce-censuses/2025-clinical-oncology-workforce-census-report/
https://www.rcr.ac.uk/news-policy/workforce-censuses/2025-clinical-oncology-workforce-census-report/
https://www.rcr.ac.uk/news-policy/workforce-censuses/2025-clinical-radiology-workforce-census-report/
https://www.rcr.ac.uk/news-policy/workforce-censuses/2025-clinical-radiology-workforce-census-report/

treatment. For resident doctors, there are real concerns that there may be no
substantive consultant posts available for them when they qualify. At the same time,
cancer centre and radiology department heads report being unable to take up new
training posts because recruitment freezes have reduced training capacity. With 257
clinical radiology and 46 clinical oncology residents forecast to finish training this year
and a further 408 and 104 respectively expected to complete training next year,
recruitment freezes must end so these doctors can provide the patient care they
have trained for. Unless addressed, services will be left without the senior doctors
needed to make sure patients get timely diagnoses and the best possible cancer
care.

The government must intervene to prevent trusts from imposing recruitment freezes
on cancer centres and radiology departments. To do so would send a clear message
to the public that the government is serious about tackling waiting lists and delivering

on commitments made in the 10-Year Health Plan and National Cancer Plan.

We look forward to your response setting out how the government will tackle the
doubling of recruitment freezes in our services over the last year. We would also
welcome a meeting to discuss how we can work together to make sure the negative
impact of recruitment freezes on patient care is addressed.

We can of course share more data on this issue if helpful. Please do not hesitate to
contact policy@rcr.ac.uk should you require further information.

Yours sincerely,

Dr Stephen Harden
President, RCR

Dr Petra Jankowska
Medical Director,
Professional Practice
(Clinical Oncology),
RCR

Dr David Little

Medical Director,
Education and Training
(Clinical Radiology),
RCR

Professor Amaka Offiah,
Vice President (Clinical
Radiology), RCR

Dr Robin Proctor
Medical Director,
Professional Practice
(Clinical Radiology),
RCR

Professor Owen Arthurs
Medical Director,
Membership and
Business, RCR

Dr Nicky Thorp
Vice President (Clinical
Oncology), RCR

Dr Sarah Needleman
Medical Director,
Education and Training
(Clinical Oncology),
RCR

Dr Louise Hana,

Former Medical
Director, Education and
Training (Clinical
Oncology), RCR
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Dr Meenal Abhyankar,
Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Rosemina Ahmad

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Bertrand Annan

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Zeeshan Arif

Clinical Oncology
Resident Forum Co-
chair

Dr Gurdip Azad

Clinical Oncology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Dennis Baker

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Bhavna Batohi

Clinical Radiology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Giulia Benedetti,
Clinical Radiology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Georgina Adam,
Clinical Radiology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Naail Al Zuhir

Clinical Radiology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Sally Appleyard

Clinical Director for
Oncology

Dr Muzamil Asif

Head of Service for
Radiotherapy

Dr Khalid Shakeel Babar

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Joy Barber

Clinical Radiology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Rubab Batool

Clinical Oncology
Resident Forum Co-
chair

Dr Vishal Bhalla

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Joss Adams,
Clinical Director for
Oncology

Dr Mohammed AlHilali

Clinical Oncology
Training Programme
Director

Dr John Apsey

Clinical Radiology Head
of School

Dr Mohammad Aslam

Clinical Lead for
Radiology

Dr Jessica Bailey

Clinical Director for
Oncology

Dr Will Barnsley

Clinical Oncology
Resident Forum
Representative

Dr Clare Beadsmoore

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Peter Boavida

Clinical Director for
Radiology
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Dr Nina Breunung-Joshi

Clinical Director Cancer
Services

Dr Muhammad Tanveer
Butt

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Paul Carruthers

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Amjad Chamsi Basha

Clinical Radiology
Resident Forum
Representative

Dr Judith Christian

Head of Service for
Radiotherapy

Dr Ruth Conroy

Clinical Oncology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Gary Cross

Clinical Lead
Radiologist

Dr Sarojini David

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Rebecca Brooks

Clinical Oncology
Resident Forum
Representative

Dr Alison Cameron

Clinical Oncology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Eliot Chadwick

Head of Service for
Radiotherapy

Dr Alex Chan

Radiology Resident
Doctor Forum
Representative

Dr Charles Comins

Head of Service for
Radiotherapy

Dr Sarah Cook

Co Clinical Lead in
Radiology

Dr Abby Cyriac

Clinical Director for
Oncology

Dr Brahman Dharmarajah

Clinical Radiology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Lindsey Bulleid

Clinical Radiology
Resident Forum
Representative

Dr Kate Cardale

Clinical Oncology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Jonathan Chambers

Clinical Oncology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Samantha Chippington

Clinical Radiology Head
of School

Dr Caroline Connolly

Clinical Lead for
Oncology

Dr Benjamin Crook

Clinical Oncology
Resident Forum
Representative

Dr Avisek Datta

Clinical Oncology
Resident Forum
Representative

Dr Louise Dickinson

Clinical Radiology
Training Programme
Director
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Dr Lorna Dodd

Clinical Oncology
Resident Forum
Representative

Dr Mohamed EI-Belihy

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr David Fackrell

Clinical Oncology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Amy Gerrish

Clinical Radiology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Ramal Gnanasekaran

Clinical Radiology
Resident Forum
Representative

Dr Siona Growcott

Clinical Oncology
Resident Forum
Representative

Dr Shamim Haithrous

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr David Woolf

Clinical Director for
Oncology

Dr Graham Dodge

Consultant Radiologist
and Deputy Divisional
Medical Director

Dr Nabil EImahdawi

Head of Service for
Radiotherapy

Dr Aziekah Fiaz

Clinical Radiology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Pravin Ghadge

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Ratan Gor

Clinical Radiology
Resident Forum
Representative

Dr Neil Gupta

Clinical Radiology
Training Programme
Director

Professor Mo Hamady

Interventional
Radiology Training
Programme Director

Dr Kate Hawtin

Clinical Radiology
Deputy Head of School

Dr Marina Easty

Clinical Radiology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Paul Fenton

Clinical Lead for Clinical
Oncology

Dr Jonathan Gabriel

Clinical Radiology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Andrew Gilroy

Clinical Radiology
Resident Forum
Representative

Dr Lauren Gorf

Clinical Oncology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Umur Guven

Clinical Oncology
Resident Forum
Representative

Dr Sarah Harrison

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Yutaro Higashi

Clinical Director for
Radiology
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Dr Daniel Hills

Clinical Oncology
Resident Forum
Representative

Dr Adrian Hood

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Jozsef llles

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Rehmani Jawad

Clinical Radiology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Elika Kashef

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Khwaja Khan

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Trupti Kulkarni

Former Training
Programme Director

Dr Hannah Lambie

Clinical Radiology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Benjamin Layton

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Hassan Hirji

Clinical Radiology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Shahid Hussain

Clinical Radiology Head
of School

Dr Rafiqul Islam
SABR Lead

Dr Sindhuja Jothimurugan

Clinical Radiology
Resident Forum
Representative

Dr Stuart Kerr

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Shazia Khan

Clinical Radiology
Deputy Training
Programme Director

Dr Bart Kurec

Radiotherapy Clinical
Service Lead

Dr Charlotte Lane

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Kathryn Lees

Head of Service for
Radiotherapy

Ms Marie Hodgskiss

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Rachel Hyland

Clinical Radiology Head
of School

Dr Thayahlan lyngkaran

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Helen Joyce

Clinical Oncology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Atia Khan

Radiotherapy Clinical
Service Lead

Dr Michael Kosmin

Head of Service for
Radiotherapy

Dr Raghuram
Lakshminarayan

Deputy Interventional
Radiology Training
Programme Director

Dr Sherif Aaron Latif

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Katharine Lewis

Clinical Radiology Head
of School
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Dr Pippa Lewis

Head of Service for
Radiotherapy

Dr Honida Mansour

Clinical Radiology
Resident Forum Co-
chair

Dr Andrew Martin

Clinical Radiology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Suraj Menon

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Professor Robert Morgan

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Rebecca Muirhead

Head of Service for
Radiotherapy

Dr Rob Owens

Clinical Oncology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Dhivya M Paravasthu

Clinical Radiology Head
of School

Dr Taha Lodhi

Clinical Oncology
Resident Forum
Representative

Dr Kate Marshall

Clinical Service Lead for
Oncology

Dr Jack Maybury

Clinical Radiology
Resident Forum
Representative

Dr Sara Meredith

Clinical Radiology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Luke Morgan-Rowe

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Rachel Oeppen

Clinical Radiology Head
of School

Dr Vinesh Palanimuthu

Clinical Radiology
Resident Forum
Representative

Dr Kate Park

Clinical Radiology Head
of School

Dr Paul Maliakal

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Michele Marshall

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Nadia Mcallister

Clinical Radiology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Robert Molloy

Clinical Radiology
Resident Forum
Representative

Dr Richard Morse

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Ayo Oluboyede

Clinical Radiology
Resident Forum Co-
chair

Dr Niki Panakis

Clinical Oncology
Deputy Head of Service
for Radiotherapy

Dr Nassim Parvizi

Clinical Director for
Radiology
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Dr Vishnu Pillai

Clinical Oncology
Resident Forum
Representative

Dr Ramanan
Rajakulasingam

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Gabie Reiff

Clinical Radiology
Resident Forum
Representative

Dr Dylan Roi
Unit Training Lead

Dr Beverley Saunders

Clinical Radiology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Meetal Shah

Clinical Radiology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Gajraj Sharma

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Arpan Shrivastava

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Benjamin Pinkey

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Andrew Redfern

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Philipp Riede

Clinical Radiology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Alisha Sachdev

Clinical Radiology
Resident Forum
Representative

Dr Jasdev Sawhney

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Khawaja Shahabuddin

Clinical Radiology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Frances Sheehan

Clinical Radiology
Resident Forum
Representative

Dr Vivek Shrivastava

Clinical Radiology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Robin Portner

Clinical Director for
Oncology

Dr Saif Rehman

Clinical Radiology
Resident Forum
Representative

Dr Angus Robinson

Radiotherapy Clinical
Service Lead

Dr Prio Sada

College Tutor and
Clinical Lead in
Radiology

Dr Timothy Sevitt

Clinical Director for
Oncology

Dr Razia Shajahan

Deputy Clinical Director
for Radiology

Dr Vinod Shenoy

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Fiona Singh

Clinical Director for
Radiology
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Dr Rajeev Singh

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Daniel Smith

Radiotherapy Clinical
Service Lead

Dr Lesley Speed

Clinical Oncology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Toby Talbot

Head of Service for
Radiotherapy

Dr Hannah Tharmalingam

Clinical Director for
Oncology

Dr Damian Tolan

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Jayshree
Veeratterapillay

Clinical Oncology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Lee Warburton

Clinical Radiology
Resident Forum
Representative

Dr Saurabh Singh

Clinical Radiology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Fiona Smith

Head of Service for
Radiotherapy

Dr Victoria Stewart

Clinical Radiology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Kai Lee Tan

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Sue Thomas

Clinical Radiology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Dominic Travers

Clinical Radiology
Resident Forum
Representative

Dr Saranya
Vickramarajah

Clinical Lead for
Radiology

Dr Amy Ward

Clinical Director for
Oncology

Dr Matt Smedley

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Sarah Smith

Radiotherapy Clinical
Service Lead

Dr Helen Swannie

Clinical Oncology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Mark Teo

Lead Clinician for
Clinical Oncology

Dr Andrew Thrower

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Sarah Treece

Radiotherapy Clinical
Service Lead

Dr Julie Walther

Radiotherapy Clinical
Service Lead

Dr Alan White

Clinical Director for
Radiology
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Dr Sarah Williams

Clinical Radiology Head
of School

Dr Joe Woodhouse

Clinical Radiology
Training Programme
Director

Dr Virginia Wolstenholme

Clinical Director for
Radiotherapy

Dr Liam Woods

Clinical Director for
Radiology

Dr Min Yen Wong

Clinical Service Lead
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